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Readthefollowingpassageandanswerquestion1and2:

WhyZoosareGood
ScientistDavidHonemakesthecaseforzoos

Inmyview,itisperfectlypossibleformanyspeciesofanimalslivinginzoosor
wildlifeparkstohaveaqualityoflifeashighas,orhigherthan,inthewild.
Animalsingoodzoosgetavariedandhigh-qualitydietwithallthesupplements
required,andanyillnessestheymighthavewillbetreated.Theirmovementmight
besomewhatrestricted,buttheyhaveasafeenvironmentinwhichtolive,and
theyaresparedbullyingandsocialostracism byothersoftheirkind.Theydonot
sufferfrom thethreatorstressofpredators,ortheirritationandpainofparasites
orinjuries.Theaveragecaptiveanimalwillhaveagreaterlifeexpectancy
comparedwithitswildcounterpart,andwillnotdieofdrought,ofstarvationorin
thejawsofapredator.Alotofverynastythingshappentotruly‘wild’animalsthat
simplydon’thappeningoodzoos,andtoviewalifethatis‘free’asonethatis
automatically‘good’is,Ithink,anerror.Furthermore,zoosserveseveralkey
purposes.

Firstly,zoosaidconservation.Colossalnumbersofspeciesarebecomingextinct
acrosstheworld,andmanymoreareincreasinglythreatenedandthereforerisk
extinction.Moreover,someofthesecollapseshavebeensudden,dramaticand
unexpected,orweresimplydiscoveredverylateintheday.Aspeciesprotectedin
captivitycanbebreduptoprovideareservoirpopulationagainstapopulation
crashorextinctioninthewild.Agoodnumberofspeciesonlyexistincaptivity,
withmanyoftheselivinginzoos.Stillmoreonlyexistinthewildbecausethey
havebeenreintroducedfrom zoos,orhavewildpopulationsthathavebeen
boostedbycaptivebredanimals.Withouttheseeffortstherewouldbefewer
speciesalivetoday.Althoughreintroductionsuccessesarefewandfarbetween,
thenumbersareincreasing,andtheveryfactthatspecieshavebeensavedor
reintroducedasaresultofcaptivebreedingprovesthevalueofsuchinitiatives.

Zoosalsoprovideeducation.Manychildrenandadults,especiallythoseincities,



willneverseeawildanimalbeyondafoxorpigeon.Whileitistruethattelevision
documentariesarebecomingevermoredetailedandimpressive,andmany
naturalhistoryspecimensareondisplayinmuseums,therereallyisnothingto
comparewithseeingalivingcreatureintheflesh,hearingit,smellingit,watching
whatitdoesandhavingthetimetoabsorbdetails.Thatalonewillbringagreater
understandingandperspectivetomany,andhopefullygivethem agreater
appreciationforwildlife,conservationeffortsandhowtheycancontribute.

Inadditiontothis,thereisalsotheeducationthatcantakeplaceinzoosthrough
signs,talksandpresentationswhichdirectlycommunicateinformationtovisitors
abouttheanimalstheyareseeingandtheirplaceintheworld.Thiswasanarea
wherezoosusedtobelacking,buttheyarenowincreasinglysophisticatedintheir
communicationandoutreachwork.Manyzoosalsoworkdirectlytoeducate
conservationworkersinothercountries,orsendtheiranimalkeepersabroadto
contributetheirknowledgeandskillstothoseworkinginzoosandreserves,
therebyhelpingtoimproveconditionsandreintroductionsallovertheworld.

Zoosalsoplayakeyroleinresearch.Ifwearetosavewildspeciesandrestore
andrepairecosystemsweneedtoknowabouthowkeyspecieslive,actandreact.
Beingabletoundertakeresearchonanimalsinzooswherethereislessriskand
fewervariablesmeansrealchangescanbeeffectedonwildpopulations.Finding
outabout,forexample,theoestruscycleofananimalofitsbreedingratehelpsus
managewildpopulations.Proceduressuchascapturingandmovingat-riskor
dangerousindividualsarebolsteredbyknowledgegainedinzoosaboutdosesfor
anaesthetics,andbyexperienceinhandlingandtransportinganimals.Thiscan
makearealdifferencetoconservationeffortsandtothereductionofhuman-
animalconflicts,andcanprovideaknowledgebaseforhelpingwiththeincreasing
threatsofhabitatdestructionandotherproblems.

1.Answerthequestions.DONOTwriteMORETHAN1SENTENCEforeach
answer.(Marks:1.5x5=7.5)

a)Whydoestheauthorsaythatthe"free"lifeofwildanimalsisnotnecessarily
betterthanthatofthezooanimals?

b)Howdozoossaveendangeredspeciesfrom extinction?

c)Whydosomezoossendtheiranimalkeeperstoothercountries?

d)Howarepeopletaughtaboutanimalsinzoos?

e)Howdozooshelplearntheprocessesofcapturingandtransportingdangerous



andin-dangeranimals?

2.Onyouanswersheet,write:(Marks5)

TRUE ifthestatementagreeswiththeinformation

FALSE ifthestatementcontradictstheinformation

NOTGIVEN ifthereisnoinformationonthis

a)Animalsinzoosdonothaveenoughfoodastheydointhewild.

b)Somespecieshavebeensavedfrom extinctionthroughreintroductionfrom
zoos.

c)PeoplearemotivatedbyhighqualityTVwildlifedocumentariestocometo
zoos.

d)Zooshavealwayshadgreatfacilitiesfortransmittinginformationabout
animalstothepublic.

e)Studyinganimalsinzoosislessstressfulforresearchersthanstudyingthem in
thewild.

3.Giveoneexampleofeachofthefivetypesofconditionals(zero,first,second,
third,andmixedconditionals).(Marks:1.5=7.5)

4.Giveoneexampleofsubjunctivewitheachofthefollowingstructures:(Marks:1x3=3)

"thatitdo,""thatitnotdo,""thatitbe"

5.Describeaholidayonwhichyouvisitedsomewhereandenjoyedyourself.
Writeatleast200words.(Marks7)


